Bio for Dana Ballard
Ms. Dana Ballard is Director of Orchestras at Mill Creek High School in Gwinnett County.  Ms. Ballard earned a bachelor’s degree in music performance in cello from the University of Louisville in Louisville, Kentucky; a master’s degree in music performance from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and received teaching certification and completed coursework for the Ph.D. in Music Education, with a minor in special education, from Louisiana State University.

Prior to moving to Georgia, Ms. Ballard taught in public schools in Louisiana and Kentucky, founded the string program in Russellville, Kentucky, and was co-founder of the string program in Jasper, Indiana.  She has also presented workshops and research at regional and national conferences.  She often serves as a clinician for county and regional honors orchestras and workshops as well.
As a cellist, Ms. Ballard performed with the Owensboro Symphony in Owensboro, Kentucky; the Baton Rouge Symphony in Baton Rouge, Louisiana; the Gwinnett Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Costa del Sol Orchestra in Malaga, Spain.  She has also performed throughout Europe and in Carnegie Hall in New York, and has appeared on numerous recordings.  Ms. Ballard has published research articles in Update, the International Journal of Music for the Handicapped, and Design for Arts in Education, for which she won a national award for her paper, “Including Arts as Part of the Core Curriculum.”

Her awards in teaching include the Lighthouse Award for Excellence in Teaching, the Kentucky Council for Arts Education C.R.E.A.T.E. Award, finalist for Teacher of the Year at Hull Middle School, Duluth High School Teacher of the Year, Gwinnett County High School Teacher of the Year, and Gwinnett County Teacher of the Year.

Ms. Ballard has been a conductor of the New Albany-Floyd County Mini Orchestra and the Gwinnett County Kendall Orchestra as well as the Mainstreet Symphony Orchestra of Duluth, Georgia.  She adjudicates at regional festivals and is on the GMEA adjudicator’s list.  Ms. Ballard has also served as Distract 13 Chair of the Orchestra Division of GMEA, and is a member of the Georgia Music Educators Association and the American String Teachers Association.  She is also listed in Who’s Who Among American Teachers.
