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Program

Processional - Bulldog Brass Society
Shaun Branam - DMA Performance, trumpet
Shengduo Chen - DMA Performance, trumpet
Dilon Bryan - MM Performance, horn
Steve Jessup - DMA Performance, trombone
Nick Beltchev - MM Performance, tuba, 2018

Welcome
Dale Monson, Director, Hugh Hodgson School of Music

Musical Selections

Prelude (American)			   Nathan Trivers
				       (b. 1995)

Composition for Solo Piano by 
Nathan Trivers, BMUS Composition 2018

 

Performed by
Mackenzie Marr, MM Performance, Piano Pedagogy, 2018

Prelude  (American) is the first movement of a work planned for six-hands piano that 
explores issues of immigration in America. While this subject matter is complex, the 
prelude is relatively innocent—not  yet clouded by phobia, the prelude seeks simply to  
celebrate diverse American musical idioms.

Jim & John						      Michael Fiday
						         (b. 1961)

Emily Zirlin, DMA Performance, Flute, 2018
Commissioned by the National Flute Association for its 2015 Young Artist Competition, 
Michael Fiday’s Jim & John was inspired by a distinctive style of blues fife and drum 
music from the late 1950s, which features a combination of melodic blues passages and 
percussive effects utilizing the flute’s wide array of extended techniques.
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Graduating Students

Undergraduates

Celebrating the undergraduate and graduate students of the Hugh 
Hodgson School of Music who graduated in Summer or Fall 2017, 
and who are graduating Spring, Summer or Fall 2018.



Anthony Baglio
Aubrey Blakley
Cassidy Brown3

Ian Connolly3

Steven Chase Cooper
Ethan Craft
Shauni Derington3

Chandler Dickerson3

Bradley Gwynn
Rebecca Huong3

Bachelor of Music – Music Education
This program prepares students to teach grades K-12 in all areas - general, choral, band 
or orchestra - or to continue study at the graduate level. Students complete a comprehensive 
curriculum that includes coursework in music history, applied performance, music theory, and 
music pedagogy, and also must successfully complete state certification assessments and exams.

Amanda Johnson3

Kathryn Koopman
Alexis Letourneau1

Duncan Lord2

Joseph Lyons
Duncan Messler
Laura Smith
Lauren Taylor
Sable Thompson
Anna Wood2
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Master of Music – Conducting
The M.M. with a major in Conducting prepares the graduate to analyze and interpret musical 
scores, use appropriate rehearsal techniques with various types of musical ensembles, and 
communicate musical interpretation through appropriate conducting gestures.

Bradley Esau Christopher Mason*

Master of Music – Composition
The M.M. with a major in Composition provides in-depth knowledge of musical forms 
and compositional idioms of the various periods of music history, and skills essential for 
creative expression in advanced music composition. 
Carla Cao

Master of Arts – Musicology
This degree provides students with both the knowledge and the research experience to 
pursue the Ph.D. in the same field. The M.A. degree prepares graduates to teach music 
history, literature, and appreciation at two- or four-year colleges, and for work in the 
music editing and publishing fields. It is also the degree that is generally required for a 
career as a music librarian.

Laikin Morris

Graduates

Carl Mitchell Powers
Andrew Short
Keller Steinson2

Kwanza Williams
Victor Wu

Emily Carey2

Kaitlyn Gilmore2

Keyera Grant
Joshua Klein2

Amelia Merriman2

Josiah Panter

Bachelor of Music – Performance
This program is comprehensively designed to prepare for a career as a professional 
musician, a studio teacher, or a college professor. It provides a strong foundation in 
history, theory, pedagogy, and literature.

2 Graduating Magna Cum Laude
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Master of Music Education

Myriam Athanas
Victoria Brown
Joshua Bryan
Katelynn Buis
Krissi Davis
Carisa Elam
Joshua Gardner
Amanda Irby
Joanna Kirk*
Margaret McDonald

Jacob Moore
Brian Parido
Sarah Parido
Suzanne Pearson
Oscar Prado
Prentice Scott
Jasmine Thompson
Christy Walker
Catherine White

The M.M.Ed. is designed to enhance both practitioner and research skills. The degree 
prepares certified teachers to assume professional leadership roles in such activities as 
curriculum design, mentorship, and teacher research.

* Master’s Oral Exam: Passed with Distinction

Luis Medina Rodriguez*
Laikin Morris
Brittany Nichols*
Jason Nichols
Kimberly Stice
Jordan Stone
Lindy Thompson

Nick Beltchev
Remy Kepler
Soyeon Lee
Leonard Ligon
Qin Ling
Mackenzie Marr
Naomi McKinney

Master of Music – Performance
This degree provides students with the technical ability required for professional-level 
performance of vocal or instrumental music and an interpretive understanding of the 
appropriate body of repertoire. It provides a broad knowledge base in music theory, 
history, and literature and allows the student to choose from a variety of concentrations. 

Doctor of Education – Music Education

Christopher Dobbins
Andrew Edwards
Kinsey Edwards
Matthew Leff

Brandon Nonnemaker
Tarik Rowland
Brian Toney

This is a joint program of the College of Education and the School of Music. The program 
of study includes music education, music history, music theory, professional education, 
and research. This degree provides advanced training in music pedagogy appropriate for 
careers in teaching, administration, research, and other educational services.

Education Specialist

Simon Ira Jenkins

The Specialist in Education with a major in music education is a joint program of 
the College of Education and the School of Music. It prepares students for leadership 
positions in public or private schools and includes study in music, professional 
education, and research.
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Doctor of Musical Arts – Music Education
The D.M.A. in Music Education is a professional doctoral degree requiring the highest 
attainment in the pedagogy of music, together with achievements in music history, music 
theory, research, and a designated minor field. The D.M.A. is an essential qualification 
for careers in higher education or administration.

Donald Christopher Fowler

Doctor of Musical Arts – Conducting
The D.M.A. in Conducting is a professional doctoral degree requiring the highest 
attainment in the art and craft of conducting, together with achievements in music 
history, music theory, research, and a designated minor field. The D.M.A. is an essential 
qualification for careers in higher education or administration.

Claudine Gamache
Matthew Sadowski

Lauren Whitham
Lee Wright

Doctor of Musical Arts – Performance

Ana Abrantes Sicilia
Claudia Amaral
Deborah Caldwell
Moises Bonella Cunha
Lourenco De Nardin Budo
Teresa Grynia
Christopher Heldt
Yan Kou

Minhye Park
Andy Peeks
Shawna Pennock
Peter Riggs
Christopher Williams
Crystal Wu
Emily Zirlin

The D.M.A. in Performance is a professional doctoral degree requiring the highest 
attainment in the art and craft of performance, together with achievements in music 
history, music theory, research, and a designated minor field. The D.M.A. is an essential 
qualification for careers in higher education or administration.

Doctor of Philosophy — Music Education
The Ph.D. in Music, with an emphasis in Music Education, aims to produce scholars 
trained at the highest level of academic knowledge and research skills applicable to 
music in education and/or psychology. It is an essential qualification for careers in higher 
education or administration.

Dorothy Musselwhite

Doctor of Musical Arts – Composition
The D.M.A. in Composition is a professional doctoral degree requiring the highest 
attainment in the art and craft of composition, together with achievements in music 
history, music theory, research, and a designated minor field. The D.M.A. is an essential 
qualification for careers in higher education or administration.

Tyler Stampe

Athon-Hughes-Cook Piano 
Pedagogy Award

The Athon-Hughes-Cook Award 
honors a piano pedagogy or music 
education major who demonstrates 
high scholastic achievement.

Qin Ling

E. Pierce Arant Choral 
Awards

Established in memory of Dr. Arant, 
director of choral activities from 1966 
to 1997, the Arant Choral Award 
recognizes students who have made 
exceptional contributions as members 
of Hodgson School of Music choral 
ensembles.

Emily Carey	 Catherine Cawley

Keyera Grant	N athan Trivers

Katherine Schumacher

UGA Graduate School 
Excellence in Teaching Award
The UGA Graduate School 
recognizes students with superior 
teaching skills and who have 
contributed to teaching beyond their 
own classroom responsibilities. Less 
than 1 percent of graduate Teaching 
Assistants are nominated for this 
award. 

Mary Helen Hoque

2018 Award Recipients
Outstanding Freshman & 

Sophomore Awards
This award honors first- and second-
year music majors who exemplify 
the highest standards in scholarship, 
musicianship, and service.

Freshman

Alexander Ambartsumian

Ava Cosman

Sophomore

Sarah Willoughby

UGA Outstanding Teaching 
Assistant Award

This award is conferred annually 
through University-wide nominations 
for outstanding classroom instruction.

Deborah Caldwell

Peng-Chian Chen

Elena Lyalina

Krystin O’Mara

Heejin Park

Jonathan Poquette

Ben Robichaux

Claassen Orchestra Award
Given by Dr. Daniel Oliver Claassen 
(BMUS 1999, MS) this award is used 
to support students participating in 
the University's Orchestra program.

Mattia Beccari	J ohn Brien-Slack

Wesley Hamilton	S teve Jessup

Ian Jones	J amie Mancuso

Michael Marra	N ahee Song

Nicole Valerioti	M aggie Watts
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Undergraduate

Graduate

Initiated in 1986, this award recognizes both undergraduate and graduate 
students for excellence in musicianship, scholarship, leadership, and service.

Kenny Bader

Sahada Buckley

Audrey Butler

Brooke Cable

Rylee Carfer

Allison Chenard

Catherine Cook

Monica Corliss

Ava Cosman

Scott Davis Jr.

Justin Bowen

Shaun Branam

John Brien-Slack

Dilon Bryan

Deborah Caldwell

Yanbin Chen

Harrison Clarke

Laura Cotney

Courtney Daglis

Erik Elmgren

Isaiah Feken

Rachel Eve Holmes 
Felisha Jones

Tyler Jones

William Jones

Yeasol Kang

Diogo Lima

Qin Ling

Mackenzie Marr

Christopher Mason

Luis Medina

Dorothy Musselwhite

Emma Dickinson

Rebecca Dorrill

Coleman Dziedzic

Megan Elks

Robert Fridlender

Julia Garner

Tobias Guzman

Bradford Hagin

Wesley Hamilton

Noah Jackson

Nicholas Kanipe

Nicholas Lindell

Garrett McCloskey

Amelia Merriman

Carl Powers

Grace Pulliam

Marah Stefanisko

Alexandre Tchaykov

Nicole Valerioti

Margaret Williams

Anna Wood

Brittany Nichols

Jason Nichols

Caroline Owen

Daniel Phipps

Jonathan Poquette

Rebecca Sacks

Lindy Thompson

Nathan Tingler

Christopher Williams

Lee Wright

Crystal Wu

Director’s Excellence Award

Roy Grant Music Therapy 
Scholarship

This scholarship provides support 
for an outstanding senior who 
demonstrates an exceptional 
commitment to the field of Music 
Therapy prior to their internship.

Marah Stefanisko

Lawrence & Mary 
Hepburn Student Support 
Fund in Musicology and 

Ethnomusicology
This award provides support to students 
with a variety of academic needs, 
including travel and other expenses. 

CJ Komp	A lison Redman

Cameron Steuart
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Given in memory of Clementi Holder 
and in honor of her love of UGA 
and the School of Music, this fund 
supports students by providing funds 
to enhance their musical training and 
further their careers.

Clementi L. Holder Student 
Development Fund

Tarryn Ballard	D ilon Bryan

Carla Cao	A nna Carter

Monica Corliss	J ara Davis

Megan Elks	 Erik Elmgren

Zachary Griffin	G regory Hamilton

William Jones	 Laikin Morris

Yuxin Ni	B rittany Nichols

Jason Nichols	M yah Paden

Daniel Phipps	 Emma Robertson

Ksenia Kurenysheva

Alexandre Tchaykov 
Diana Thompson-Brewer

Addison Whitney

Sarah Willoughby

Albert F. Ligotti 
Trumpet Award

As a tribute to Professor Ligotti’s 
contribution to the School of Music as 
a performer, this award was established 
by the Athens Symphony to support a 
deserving student of trumpet.

Joel Garcia

Despy Karlas Piano Award
Given in memory of UGA piano 
professor Despy Karlas to recognize  
outstanding graduating students who 
are pursuing careers in music.

Yan Kou	 Qin Ling

Soyeon Lee	M ackenzie Marr

Crystal Wu

Hoadley Family 
Clarinet Award

This award honors Laura Hoadley 
Ogg, a 2007 School of Music graduate, 
and provides support for clarinet 
students. Recipients demonstrate 
excellence in performance and 
leadership skills in ensembles.

Ivan Hernandez

R. Douglas Moore 
Recording Award

In honor of R. Douglas Moore, who 
served the School of Music for 43 
years as a recording engineer and 
educator, retiring in 2015 as Director 
of Recording Services and Building 
Manager. This award is given to 
a student who has excelled in the 
recording internship program.

Eric Dluzniewski

Andrew H. & Carol Inman 
Heyward Graduate Award

This award is given to an outstanding 
graduate student in any area of 
advanced study in music.

John Brien-Slack

Harrison Clarke



Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia 
Collegiate Honor Award

This award is provided by the national 
office of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia to 
recognize outstanding leadership and 
service in the field of music. 

Jessie Rankin

Secret Sits Chamber Music 
Award

Founded in 2017 with the goal of 
human betterment, and in loving 
memory of Marie Anne Delattre 
Patten, this award supports students 
involved with Secret Sits Pro Musica, 
a faculty/student chamber ensemble. 
The name comes from a beloved 
poem by Robert Frost.

Audrey Butler 	J oy Hsieh

Jasmine Rhee	 Nicole Valerioti

Sigma Alpha Iota 
Collegiate Honor Award

This award recognizes a Sigma 
Alpha Iota collegiate member 
for outstanding musicianship, 
scholarship, and fraternity service.

Melinda Griffith

Phi Beta Mu Outstanding 
Instrumental Music 

Education Award
Scholarship, leadership, service, and 
potential teaching excellence are the 
criteria for selection.

Tobias Guzman

Stephen M. Norrell 
Trombone Award

The purpose of this award is to 
provide support to a deserving 
trombone student who excels on 
the instrument and also displays 
excellence in musicianship, 
dedication, leadership, and service.

Noah Jackson



Gene M. Simons Fellowship
This fellowship was established in 
1987 to honor Gene M. Simons and 
his work as a professor of music from 
1968 until his death in 1986. The 
award is made to a graduate student 
whose research and professional 
interests lie in choral music and early 
childhood music education.

Christopher Mason

Roger Vogel Music Theory 
And Composition Award

Sigma Alpha Iota 
Scholastic Award

This award recognizes a Sigma Alpha 
Iota member with the highest GPA 
during two consecutive semesters.

Laura Smith
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Music Scholarships
Through the generous support of its donors, the Hugh Hodgson School of Music 
is able to offer scholarships to many of its students. Students receive support for 
up to four years for undergraduate study and multiple-years for graduate study, 
depending on the degree and the scholarship. 

Starting in 2018, the School of Music will recognize students receiving these 
scholarships with a special program in the fall. However, we are extremely 
thankful for the support we receive, so please take a moment to review the many 
scholarship opportunities offered to our outstanding students. These scholarships 
represent over $400,000 in funding annually, with some scholarships going back 
to the earliest days of the school.  

T.K. and Louise Adams Percussion Assistantship
Gregg Allman Music Scholarships (music/music business)

Arpeggio Scholarship in Harp
Louis P. Artau Music Scholarships

Bennett Family Music Scholarship in Instrumental Performance
Fantona Fowler Bisson Music Scholarships

Fantona Fowler Bisson Music Assistantships
Bobby Brooks Glee Club Scholarships
Bussell Trumpet Studio Scholarships

C. Merrell and Constance A. Calhoun Scholarship for Piano Studies
Stephen M. Coomes Memorial Scholarship  (organ)

John H. Corina Music Scholarship (Composition and Oboe alternating years)
Jan Fowler Cross Piano Scholarships

Phyllis Dancz Memorial Award (band auxilliary)
Roger L. Dancz Redcoat Band Alumni Scholarships

Dooley Redcoat Marching Band Scholarships
John H. Dorminy, Jr. Piano Scholarships
Zaki Dostmohamed Viola Scholarships

Mary Frances Early Scholarship in Music Education
Kenneth M. Fischer Memorial Scholarship (saxophone)

Richard Graham Music Therapy Scholarship
Roy Grant Music Therapy Scholarship

J. Kimball Harriman Scholarships (music education)
Harold Heckman Scholarship

Frances Hodgson Music Scholarships (soprano/voice)
Hugh and Jessie McKee Hodgson Scholarships

Patricia and Carl S. Hoveland Fellowships in Opera
Patricia and Carl S. Hoveland Fellowships in Choral Music

Almonte C. Howell Scholarship (musicology or organ)
Sandra Strother Hudson & Cecil C. Hudson, M.D. Scholarship

in Voice & Choral
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Meredith Holland Jones Scholarship (music education)
Ray Leonard Memorial Scholarship (voice or choral ensembles)

Steve Mahoney Memorial Award (trombone)
Cora Miller Fine Arts Scholars

Cora Miller Franklin College Scholarships
Cora Miller Music Scholarships

Adora W. Mills Scholarship in Music
Franklin H. Mills Scholarship in Voice

Fred Mills Memorial Scholarship (trumpet)
Olin G. & Melba Joy Parker Scholarship (music education)

Presser Foundation Scholar Award (music)
David M. Randolph Music Scholarship (tuba/euphonium)

Redcoat Band Alumni Scholarships
Redcoat Marching Band Scholarships

SAI Jan Fowler Cross Scholarship (performance/scholarship)
SAI Erica Stoffel Murray Scholarship (musicianship)

Secret Sits Pro Musica Assistantships
John Sutherland Scholarship (guitar)

Thursday Scholarship Fund (multiple recipients)
UGA Foundation Band Scholarships

Byron H. Warner Men's Glee Club Scholarship
Alice (Tim) Zingler Whitaker Scholarship (music)

A Brief Bio

	 Celeste Headlee

Continued on Page 18

      Scholarships Continued
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UGA 
Alma Mater

From the hills of Georgia’s northland
Beams thy noble brow,
And the sons of Georgia rising
Pledge with sacred vow.

~ Chorus after each stanza ~

Alma Mater, thee we’ll honor,
True and loyal be,
Ever crowned with praise and glory,
Georgia, hail to thee.

_______

“Neath the pine tree’s stately shadow
Spread thy riches rare,
And thy sons, dear Alma Mater,
Will thy treasure share. (Chorus)

And thy daughters proudly join thee,
Take their rightful place,
Side by side into the future, 
Equal dreams embrace. (Chorus)

Through the ages, Alma Mater, 
Men will look to thee,
Thou the fairest of the Southland
Georgia’s Varsity. (Final Chorus)

v
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