
Tenor Trombone Audition Materials – Fall 2025  
 

• Bach:  Menuet No. 1 from Cello Suite No. 1 (no repeats) | Yo-Yo Ma 
• Berg:  Three Pieces (March) | Vienna Philharmonic – Abbado, cond.  
• Copland: Appalachian Spring | New York Philharmonic – Bernstein, cond.  
• Hindemith: Symphony in B-flat, m. 1 | U.S. Army Band “Pershing’s Own” 
• Strauss:  Ein Heldenleben | Bavarian Radio Symphony – Jansons, cond.  

      
 
Fall 2025 Placement Auditions:   TUESDAY – AUGUST 12TH @ 12:30PM | CHORAL SUITE 
Please prepare entire list, though we will only use a portion at the audition 
 
Suggested Preparation: 

• Listen to various recordings – focus on tempo and style (suggestions provided) 
• Work slowly – remember that practice makes permanent 
• Prepare the entire list – you will play a substantial portion  
• RECORD – LISTEN – ADJUST – REPEAT   

 
As always, the pillars of a winning performance are: 

• Beautiful and Consistent Tone  
• Excellent Pitch 
• Impeccable Time 
• Musicality and Versatility  

 
Remember, we want you to play your very best and with the confidence that only comes through 
solid preparation.   Good luck! 
      
Helpful Resources: 
 

• Orchestral Excerpt Advice & Practice Strategies: 
o Alessi Music Studios (annual subscription) 
o Slide School (monthly subscription) 
o Tenor Trombone – Ralph Sauer (LA Philharmonic, retired) 
o Bass Trombone – Jim Markey (Boston Symphony Orchestra) 
o Bass Trombone (Opera) – Paul Pollard (Metropolitan Opera Orch.) 

 
• Section Demo Recordings: 

o Chicago Symphony Section Recordings vol. 1 & 2 
o Pittsburgh Symphony Section Recordings 
o Iceland Symphony Section Recordings 
o Berlin Philharmonic – Digital Concert Hall 
o STS Videos – Members of ASO, NY Phil, and guests (youtube) 

 
• Trombone Excerpts Website:  www.tromboneexcerpts.org  

o Multiple clips of prominent excerpt repertoire 
 

 

https://youtu.be/JtvKC7Y-rPg?si=jG0MajJDmQhH90sF
https://youtu.be/H4Z2qyOWr9o?si=v2B1myT7uLZxHSPv&t=619
https://youtu.be/8e3rVcSy3IQ?si=8glklQdGTe_ncd1U
https://youtu.be/GpgXXcAcNQ4?si=cCU9NtrKC_gaFK-n
https://youtu.be/4S5zmjaESpo?si=jYr47iQBLXWPqrny
http://www.tromboneexcerpts.org/


 
 
 
Bach:  Cello Suite No. 1 (Minute No. 1 - no repeats) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Berg:  Three Pieces (March) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Copland:  Appalachian Spring 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brief Pause



 
 
 
Hindemith:  Symphony in B-flat, m. 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Strauss:  Ein Heldenleben (trombone 2) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


