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The University of Georgia Tuba Euphonium Ensemble
Matthew Shipes, director

Festive Overture, Dmitri Shostakovich (1906-1975), arr. Jon Oliver
Welcomes and Remarks

Emma Catherine by Omar Thomas (b. 1984)

Wind Sketches by Brian Balmages (b. 1975)
l. Whirlwind
ll. Fremantle Doctor
l1l. White Squall
IV. Vientos y fugas

Euphoniums

Jared Barry, Rafael Bustamante, Alex Greenfield,
Andrew Haynes, Steven Lubitz, Ava Rogers,
Luke Squier, Kara Thaxton, Jacob Torbert

Tubas

Moses Bannister, Brock Bell, Jack Gordon, Luke Greenfield,
Hunter Kane, Jack Neja, Jacob Norris, Charlie Pratt



Dr. Matthew Shipes is the Associate Professor of Tuba and Euphonium at The
University of Georgia and tubist with the Georgia Brass Quintet. As a tuba and
euphonium player, he has performed in a wide variety of ensembles throughout his
career including the Brass of the Potomac, San Angelo Symphony, North Carolina
Symphony, Charleston Symphony, Erie Philharmonic, and others.

In 2020 Matt created the first-ever international euphonium mock-band
e-competition, Stars and Shipes, engaging over 100 participants from several
countries around the world and featuring a judging panel of top euphonium
performers from the premier military bands in Washington D.C. over three years.

Matt was a member of The United States Air Force Band in Washington, D.C as a
euphoniumist and (sometimes) tubist in the Ceremonial Brass, a position he held
until 2016. While in the band, he had opportunities to perform for former President
Obama, several foreign leaders, and for hundreds of ceremonies at Arlington
National Cemetery. He also performed with the USAF Concert Band on their Spring
2015 tour through Utah, California and Nevada, and is featured on their album,
American Voices.



Matt has performed recitals and given masterclasses across the country, including a
featured solo recital at the 2019 United States Army Band’s Tuba and Euphonium
Workshop. He was also an invited speaker at the 2019 International Tuba and
Euphonium Conference (ITEC) at the University of lowa, and presented his class, “A
Guide to Military Band Auditions,” which he has presented at several regional tuba
and euphonium conferences as well. He also performed with the American Tuba
Quartet, of which he is a founding member, at the 2016 ITEC at the University of
Tennessee, and has most recently been a featured soloist and performer at 2022
and 2024 regional ITEA conferences.

Matt released his first album, Outside the Lines in 2024, featuring several world
premiers of pieces written for both the tuba and euphonium. Shipes received a
Silver Medal in the 2026 Global Music Awards for this album, and Shipes is hailed for
his “masterful lyricism” and “outstanding technical excellence and musical clarity”
by the ITEA Journal in their album review.

Matt earned a Bachelor of Music Education degree from Baylor University, a Master
of Music degree in Euphonium Performance from the University of Arkansas, and a
Doctorate of Musical Arts in Tuba Performance from the University of Georgia. His
primary teachers are David Graves, Benjamin Pierce, and David Zerkel.



The University of Georgia Tuba and Euphonium Studio has produced professional
performers, educators, and people of many different vocations all over the nation.
The studio is led by Dr. Matthew Shipes, and consists of 16-18 undergraduate,
masters, and doctoral students who study the tuba, euphonium, and sometimes
both. Members of the studio participate in weekly lessons, masterclasses and
chamber ensemble rehearsals, attend recital performances by their professors, other
students and world-renowned guest artists, and perform in all of the great
ensembles at UGA including the Symphony Orchestra, Hodgson Wind Ensemble and
British Brass Band.

Studio alumni have earned positions in universities, symphony orchestras
throughout the nation, and are currently performing in many of the nation's military
bands. Members of the studio are regularly successful in prominent national and
international competitions, such as the Leonard Falcone Festival, the International
Tuba Euphonium Conference Competitions, Music Teacher's National Association
Brass Competitions, the International Women's Brass Conference Competitions, and
others!



