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Ballade for Trombone & Piano Eugène Bozza 
   (1905 – 1991) 
 
 
 
Breeze in the Hearts, Bloom in the World Keiko Takashima 
  (b. 1962) 
  
 
  
 
Suite for Trombone & Piano Axel Jørgensen 
 I.    Triomphale (1881 – 1947) 
 II.   Menuet giocoso 
 III.  Ballade et Polonaise (Tema con variazioni)    
 
 
 
 
Mourning Dove  Megumi Kanda 
   (b. 1975) 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**Out of respect for the performer, please silence all electronic devices throughout the performance. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

This	event	made	possible	through	the	generous	support	of	the		
McCay	Artist	Fund	



  
  
Artist Biographies  

Megumi Kanda, Principal Trombone of the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, is a native of Tokyo, 
Japan. Megumi began to play the trombone at age ten and continued her studies at the 
prestigious Toho High School of Music, where she studied with Sumio Miwa, trombonist in the 
NHK Symphony Orchestra. At age fifteen, she became the youngest player ever to be named as 
one of the top ten trombonists at the Japanese Wind and Percussion Competition. Two years 
later, she won the Grand Prize in the National Competition for Solo Trombone and won best 
soloist prize upon graduation from the Toho High School of Music. 

Megumi came to the United States in 1994, and received her Bachelor of Music degree from the 
Cleveland Institute of Music, where she studied with James DeSano, former principal trombone of 
the Cleveland Orchestra. Prior to joining the Milwaukee Symphony in 2002, she previously served 
as a member of the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, faculty member of the Eastman School of 
Music Community Education Division, and principal trombonist of the Albany Symphony 
Orchestra. 

Megumi has performed in recital and as a soloist across the United States, Europe and Asia, 
including with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, the US Army Field and Pershing’s Own Bands, 
and the Prague Chamber Orchestra. As a JVC/Victor Entertainment artist, Megumi recorded three 
solo albums: Amazing Grace, Gloria, and Mona Lisa. She also can be heard on Magnifique Live, a 
live recording with other JVC artists recorded at an August 2005 performance at Takemitsu Hall in 
Tokyo’s Opera City. She is a regular guest artist at festivals such as the International Trombone 
Festival and the American Trombone Workshop, as well as at numerous colleges around the US 
and Japan. 

In April 2006, Megumi was recognized by the Arion Foundation in Tokyo, Japan as one of the most 
influential Japanese classical artists. She has also received a Certificate of Commendation from the 
Consul General of Japan at Chicago in recognition for distinguished service contributing to the 
friendship betweend the United States and Japan. In 2017, Megumi was named by the Milwaukee 
Business Journal as one of Milwaukee’s Women of Influence in the category of education. 

In her spare time, Megumi enjoys gardening, going to Milwaukee Brewers games, and taking walks 
with her husband Dietrich and sons Hans, Max, and Lukas. 

  

A native of Moscow, Anatoly Sheludyakov graduated from the Gnesin's Musical Academy and 
completed doctoral studies there under professor Anatoly Vedernikov. He also graduated from 
the Moscow Conservatory in the composition class of Tikhon Khrennikov. His compositions include 
Variations for Orchestra, Ostinato for Orchestra, Suite for Oboe and Piano, Suite for Violin and 
Piano, the cantata Brotherhood Songs, Trombone Quartet, six vocal suites, and many other 
compositions.  
 
Sheludyakov was winner of the 1977 Russian National Piano Competition and, in 1999, was 
awarded the name "Honored Artist of the Russian Federation." He has performed solo concerts 
with orchestras, solo recitals, and chamber music in the most prestigious concert halls in Moscow, 
St. Petersburg, and other major cities throughout Russia, Germany, France, Italy, China, 
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Australia and the USA. He has recorded twenty-five CDs of piano solo 
and chamber music and has performed on Russian Television and Radio. His repertoire includes 
the major works for piano, piano and orchestra, and piano chamber music of the Baroque, 
Classical, Romantic, and Contemporary periods.   
 
Prior to his UGA appointment, Sheludyakov was assistant professor of piano at the Gnesin 
Institute of Moscow and maintained a private piano studio. A vocalist as well as a pianist, 
Sheludyakov was active as a church musician, and performed authentic folk music as a soloist with 
the Pokrovsky Ensemble. 

	


